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 Every year, rain waters from the Angolan 
Highlands wend their way south via the 
Okavango River and into the extensive 

Kalahari sands of northern Botswana, only to 
drain away or evaporate, never reaching the 
ocean. Far from being wasted, these waters are 
responsible for the lush paradise that is the 
Okavango Delta. 

One of the reasons that the Okavango flood is 
so dynamic is that these waters arrive at the end 
of the local ‘wet season’, into an already ‘saturated’ 
landscape, and have nowhere to go except to 
force their way along limited permanent channels 
and spread out as surface water across the low 
lying plains. As more water arrives, the flood is 
pushed sideways and southwards, and in years of 
exceptional flood, the floodwaters find their way 
to Lake Ngami to the south-west of the Okavango, 
flow down the Boteti River to the south-east, and 
fill the Selinda Spillway which branches east off 
the northern reaches of the delta.

In January and February 2008, northern Botswana 
received so much rain that most of the region was 
fully flooded long before the annual floodwaters were 
due to arrive. The flood that followed was not vast, but 
the effects are cumulative and very little surface water 
receded later in the year. Followed up by fantastic 
rains across the region early in 2009, and a substantial 
Okavango flood arriving soon afterwards, there is 
now a feeling that in many areas the landscape has 
changed for the foreseeable future.

Flood plains, dried-up lakes and ancient river 
courses that have not held water for 25 or more 
years are now inundated. Camps and lodges that 
marketed themselves as ‘dry-land’ camps are now able 
to offer boat cruises. Water is the ‘source of life’ in 
Africa, and whilst some ‘less-aquatic’ mammals and 
the odd safari camp may be forced to re-think their 
survival strategies, the over-whelming effect on the 
environment is hugely positive.

The face of the landscape may be changing, 
but the beauty and magic of the fabled Okavango 

will never fade. Exclusivity and the ‘wilderness 
experience’ have always been trademark features 
of a safari into the Okavango, but it is also hard to 
think of many other places in the world which offer 
such a diverse and rewarding experience of nature. 
As well as big game viewing by day and night 
(including off road), the Okavango Delta offers 
fantastic walking and horse-riding trails, elephant 
interaction and elephant-back safaris, mekoro 
(local dugout) excursions and trails, boat cruises, 
canoeing trails and fishing.

The main flood season in the Okavango is 
usually from May to July, though in an ‘early 
year’ the flood waters can arrive by early April, 
and in most years the flood waters will not recede 
significantly until September/ October time. In 
2009 the flood waters are bound to remain later 
than normal, making October to early December 
a good time to visit (great value in November and 
December), whilst 2010 is set to be a wonderful 
year to explore the Okavango from April onwards.

The Okavango Delta  
- water, water everywhere
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The third oldest protected National Park in Africa, 
Gorongosa reached the peak of its glory in the 60’s and 
70’s. Visited by royalty, film stars, and anyone who was 
anyone, it was known for its impressive lion, elephant 
and buffalo populations which roamed the 5000 sq.km. 
tail end of the Great Rift Valley.

In the mid 1970’s disaster struck - Mozambique 
gained independence and a civil war raged (in 1976, 
aerial counts over the park and surrounding area 
showed over 500 lion and over 6000 elephants). 
Located centrally in Mozambique, the park became a 
key battleground for both the Government forces and 
the RENAMO opposition. Hand to hand fighting, aerial 
bombing and the wholesale slaughter of anything 
which moved (to feed starving troops on both sides) 
reduced the park to a wasteland.

When the war ended in 1992, the lack of any 
infrastructure allowed locally displaced inhabitants to 
eke out an existence, many moving to within the park 
boundaries to fish and poach what life remained. Four 
years was to elapse before the African Development Bank 
(with backing from the EU and IUCN) decided to start 
work on the rehabilitation of the park. Slowly but surely 
the network of roads was rebuilt, and a semblance of 
order restored. In 2004, the American philanthropist 
Greg Carr, through his Carr Foundation, signed an 
agreement with the Government to work together to 
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rebuild the parks infrastructure, restore its wildlife 
populations, and spur local economic development with 
the peoples who lived around the boundaries of the park. 
Over the next 4 years, more than US$10 million was 
donated by the Foundation. In recognition of the success 
of the project, the Government announced last year that 
the Foundation had been given a 20 year agreement to 
restore and co-manage the park. Gorongosa was back.

And so it was that I touched down on the airstrip 
near the restored camp headquarters in the middle 
of May. The southern boundary of the park is formed 
by the Pungue River, whilst to the west, Mount 
Gorongosa (just outside the park boundaries) gives 
rise to the waters of the Mussicadzi River, which 
dominates the central floodplains and flows into Lake 
Urema in the north. To the east, sandstone ridges 
dominate, evidence that this is the end of the Great 
Rift Valley. Stands of yellow acacia, baobabs and palms 
break up the floodplains. It is truly beautiful.

Game numbers are still low, but the Carr Foundation 
has already started restocking and we did see a surprising 
variety - sable, bush pig, warthog, waterbuck, porcupine, 
civet, lion, hartebeest, reedbuck, oribi, bushbuck and 
hippo. We did not see elephant, but there is a large herd 
and there was plenty of evidence!

From the delightful Explore Gorongosa camp, we did 
a lot of walking through picturesque woodland, expertly 
guided by Zimbabwe qualified professional guides with 
enthusiastic Mozambican learner guides accompanying 
us. Explore Gorongosa is a traditional safari camp - four 
tastefully furnished living tents leading to private outside 
facilities containing a loo, wash basin and bucket shower 
slung over the branch of a tree. In tune with nature.

www.safari-consultants.co.uk

off the beaten track

Bill visits Gorongosa
Gorongosa - a name from the past, a name synonymous with the 
glorious ‘age of safari’, a name which itself evokes a feeling of 
intrigue. And so it was that I found myself on a plane to Mozambique 
to check out the re-birth of this former iconic safari destination. Inspirational 

Africa!
amongst the many moments 
which make our jobs fulfilling 
is seeing what impact africa 
has on our customers. over the 
years, they have got involved 
with many projects - donating to 
school programmes, sponsoring 
children to higher education, 
getting involved with community 
projects, supporting health clinics 
etc. etc. etc. others have let their 
artistic side take over, writing 
photographic books, setting 
up charities and selling their 
photographs for worthy causes. 
we recently took delivery of a 
fine copy of ricardo de cruz 
filipe’s ‘bichos‘, an account of 
his travels through Kenya and 
Tanzania, and roger hooper 
has just published ‘art in the 
wild’ (available from amazon, 
waterstones or roger himself 
roger@rogerhooper.co.uk). 
martin fowkes was so inspired 
he set up a shop selling his 
pictures to help fund bursaries 
to the Koiyaki guiding School 
(www.mfwildphotography.co.uk). 
michael buckingham started 
wipe (wildlife in peril) and 
produces a calendar each year 
- last year he donated £7000  
to the protection of india’s tigers! 
contact michael at hill fruit 
farm, Swafield, north walsham, 
nr28 0pg. grant faint, 
from canada, has travelled 
extensively in africa and has 
produced the stunning film 
‘anaona’, which he was invited 

to present at the national 
geographic headquarters 

in washington dc - he’s 
raised enough money  
to build a medical 
clinic in Sierra leone -  
www.grantfaint.com.  
we would love to hear 
of your inspirations too.

Bird Fair
If you’re in the vicinity 
of Rutland Water over 

the weekend of the 22nd 
August, please pop into 

our stand at the Bird Fair 
and enjoy a glass of wine 

with us.



The land north of the Masai Mara Reserve 
has for a number of years been a bone of 
contention between the land owners, the 
wildlife, and the tourism sector. Much of the 
controversy was due to intransigent Masai 
leaders who neither distributed the income 
from the tourism sector (park fees, lease 
fees etc.) as fairly amongst the individual 
land owners as they might have, nor spent 
any money on infrastructure. This in turn 
led the tourism community to resent having 
to pay increased fees, ground rents etc. 
There was no plan for the future and it was 
clear that the system was unsustainable 
with increasing competition for resources. 
A few years ago, we saw the OlareOrok 
Conservancy set up - the principal 
agreement with the grass root Masai land 
owners was to have an independent board 
manage the conservancy affairs, paid 
for by the camps who opted to join the 
conservancy through ground levies and 
park fees. Each Masai landowner was 
guaranteed an income for each acre he 
owned in the conservancy, with that amount 
increasing quite significantly over the 
forthcoming years. The Masai landowners 
started to get their just desserts, and the 
tourism sector got a properly managed 
exclusive conservancy in which to operate. 
The OlareOrok showed the way and in 
April this year, much of the Koiyaki, Lemek 
and Ol Chorro group ranches, which extend 
beyond the northern hills, signed up to the 
Mara Northern Conservancy (MNC). There 
is great hope that this area will now see the 
planning and investment required to sustain 
the Mara plains, the wildlife and the Masai 
themselves for the years to come. Tourism 
working with and for the local people.

(Safari consultants sponsors two 
bursaries per year at the koiyaki 
guiding School - training Masai to 
be guides in their own area - for 
further information, speak to bill or 
contact tusk trust - www.tusk.org)

‘Deb suddenly stopped ahead and gesticulated 
silently for us to stop too. She tilted her head 
to the side, and we followed her gaze anxiously, 
not sure whether we had unwittingly stumbled 
too close to a lion, hippo or something equally 
worrying. For a moment, there seemed nothing 
to see, then movement caught my eye and after 
an involuntary and unnecessary adrenalin rush, 
I watched in awe as a beautiful Pel’s fishing owl 
took off from the ground close to us, flapped its 
wide wings a few times and disappeared back 
into thick canopy that provides its more usual 
daytime roost’. 

It is harder these days to lose yourself 
completely in nature, but Luangwa Bush Camp, 
located in the Nsefu Sector of the South Luangwa 
National Park in Zambia, offers a chance to do 
just that. Owned and hosted by one of Luangwa’s 
finest guides, Deb Tittle, Luangwa Bush Camp 
is a simple tented camp which concentrates on 
walking (there is vehicle back up when required). 
Deb is a superb guide, very passionate about 
the bush and has a particular interest in birds. 
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Tel: 01787 888590

in the know

The Masai Mara -  
a brighter future

Exploring one of the most scenic and game-
rich areas of the South Luangwa, Deb hosts a 
maximum of four guests at any one time, cooks 
meals over the camp fire, and can move camp 
according to game movements.

We have all learned to enjoy the extra 
comfort available in Africa today. However, for 
those of you who have travelled extensively, we 
would expect many of your fondest memories 
to stem not from good food or comfortable 
beds, but from wonderful wildlife encounters, 
magical moments when nature or people amaze 
you, or perhaps simply the beauty and ambience 
of a particular place in time. 

For enthusiasts who wish to immerse 
themselves in nature and enjoy expert guiding 
in a first class wildlife area, Luangwa Bush 
Camp is a real gem. However, a few days with 
Deb could also be a step back in time - the smell 
of bacon being cooked on an open fire, debates 
about which animals came visiting in the night, 
and fun evenings around the camp fire with a 
knowledgeable host.

Rob steps back in time 
in the Luangwa Valley 

For that ultimate private experience of Africa’s 
greatest plains, Rekero Camp in the Masai Mara has 
recently introduced two private houses which can be 
booked on a sole-use basis. Acacia House, on the site 
of the original Rekero homestead in the northern 
Lemek hills, accommodates up to 7 guests in two 
en suite rooms and a loft room (which shares the 
second bathroom). Topi House is located on Ron 
Beatons private land in the OlareOrok Conservancy 
on the edge of the reserve and accommodates up to 
6 guests in three en suite rooms. The houses can be 
fully catered and hosted by the Rekero guides. A great 
option for families, small private parties or safari 
enthusiasts simply looking to take a longer stay in 
the Mara without paying for full lodge facilities.

At ‘home’ on the plains



Tail End
This great picture was taken in Ruaha in mid-July by Anders Marcussen using a Nikon D700. Anders 
travelled to southern Tanzania with his family for “the best vacation we have ever had”.

4

Safari Consultants Limited
Africa House, 2 Cornard Mills, Mill Tye,  
Great Cornard, Suffolk, CO10 0GW
Tel.No.: 01787 888590
Email: info@safariconsultantuk.com
Website: www.safari-consultants.co.uk

www.safari-consultants.co.uk

Bi-plane over Kenya
Ever dreamt of that ‘Out of Africa’ 
Redford/Streep experience of flying over 
Kenya in a yellow bi-plane. It is now a 
realistic dream with two new aircraft 
based out of Nanyuki and Lewa Downs. 
Price per half hour is around £325 for 
the aircraft (up to two passengers - and 
far better than flying in a balloon!). 

Special offers
We appreciate that it has been a tough 
year for all, but if you still fancy that 
Africa ‘fix’, with our partners in Africa 
we’ve managed to come up with some 
very special week-long offers to tempt 
you away before winter sets in.

For travel in October -
Seven nights in Kenya’s Masai Mara at Offbeat 
Mara Camp from £2385.00 per person

Seven nights in Zambia visiting the Luangwa 
Valley (Tafika) and Lower Zambezi (Chongwe) 
from £3295.00 per person

Seven nights in southern Tanzania visiting the 
Selous (Selous Impala) and Ruaha (Mdonya 
Old River) from £2795.00 per person

And for travel in early December
Seven nights through Botswana’s Kwando, 
Moremi and Okavango regions from £2995.00 
per person

Contact Michele, Mary, Rob or Bill  
for more details

Sayari Mara Camp
The remote Mara River and Lemai Wedge 
region in the north-western Serengeti 
has for years only been accessible to those 
using seasonal mobile camps, one of which 
was Sayari Camp. Over the last closed 
season, Sayari transformed itself into a 
small 15 tent luxury lodge, split into two 
self contained sections to offer further 
exclusivity. The region is a great alternative 
to Kenya’s Masai Mara during the July to 
October migration season.

Canoeing  
the Selinda
For the first time in some 30 
years, the Selinda Channel, which 
flows between the Okavango 
Delta and the Kwando/Linyanti 
river system, has held sufficient 
water to allow canoeing safaris to 
operate. We’re not sure how long 
this will continue, but if you are 
looking for an unusual, sometimes 
heart-stopping, experience, get in 
quick. Scheduled three night trips 
available through to mid-October.

Safari SnippetS


